The lively evolution of preaching across the continent of Africa is highly significant for the global church. Yet, many of us who seek to understand its preaching can be overwhelmed by the continent's sheer size and the range of content and style its preaching displays. So Austnaberg, a seasoned missionary to Madagascar currently teaching Pastoral Theology in Norway, has done both African pastors and global partners a service by slicing deeply into one region and its aspects in his fine book. He has limited his scope to preaching in the island nation of Madagascar (whose 22-million inhabitants are called Malagasy), and more specifically the preaching of the Malagasy Lutheran Church, one of the largest and most vital Lutheran bodies in the world. With roughly three million members, packed Sunday services, and a healthy upward growth trend, this church is well worth studying and emulating.
amusing exchanges as the author pressed in vain for critique, and it may have limited the rigor of the feedback. It may also cause some gripe-weary Western preachers to catch the next flight to Madagascar. In general, the eagerness of listeners to change and grow in response to sermons was quite moving.
This reader was disappointed that all references to preachers used the masculine gender. Granted, all Malagasy Lutheran pastors are male (and in fact listeners expressed a rather distressing desire that their preacher be tall and have a booming voice!), but it would have been astute to acknowledge the leadership of women in the church or of female Malagasy preachers in other traditions. It also was unfortunate that the feedback from listeners was evidently not relayed to the preachers, and so did not help them in the process to improve as preachers, given the implied goal in the title of the book. Austnaberg refers to further projects to close that loop, and given his thought-provoking reflections here, I will be intrigued to see where his research takes him next.
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